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Today’s Highlights

• Fewer new cases were reported on Thursday than on Wednesday 
and are down 3.3% on a week-over-week basis

• The test-positive rate was up slightly yesterday; on a week-over-
week basis, however, it continues to decline from its recent peak 
in mid-July

• The rate of new infections per capita (trailing 7-day moving 
average) continued its decline from its peak eleven days ago
• 8 of the 11 states with the highest rates saw their rates 

decline over the past week
• In the remaining states, however, all except one saw rates 

increase during this time

• Essentially 1/2 of all reported cases to-date are now recovered 
from the coronavirus

• Deaths with the coronavirus continue at high levels, at least 
relative to recent experience
• Yesterday marked the 3rd consecutive day and 7th in the 

past ten with more than 1,000 deaths 
• Still, these are far fewer than the average daily deaths 

reported during April
• The death rate per case continued to fall; it is now 3.35%

• Hospital COVID-19 census declined again yesterday; these 
seemed to have peaked a week ago
• Only 2% of active cases are currently hospitalized; as of 

week ago, this was 3.1%
• Of these hospitalized patients, the % on ventilators held 

stable yesterday; the % in the ICU was up slightly
• The % of ER visits for COVID-19 -like illnesses declined again 

on Monday (latest available data), a trend that began on 
July 7
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Worldwide
United States, South Africa and South American countries have been 
hardest hit over the past month
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State-By-State
July has proven to be a challenging month for new infections 
across the country
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State-By-State
Test-Positive Rates continue to be high in several Southern states; 
reasonably strong across the Northeast, Midwest and Pacific 
Northwest
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United States
Now eleven days past peak, new infections per capita continue a 
gradual decline
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State-By-State
New infection rate increased in 42 states last week; they declined, 
however, in 8 of the 11 states with the highest rates
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United States
Only four states set a new high for daily infections per capita 
yesterday

Friday, July 31, 2020 ©2020 Health Industry Advisor LLC 
All rights reserved 8

Only 4 states set a 
new peak yesterday



United States
Testing volume continued its ascent and is up 6% week-over-week; 
test-positive rate continued to decline from its recent peak on July 14
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World Health Organization target for 
re-opening

Minimum suggested by a group 
of Harvard scientists

CDC target for “Robust Testing” for  
Phase III of re-opening



United States
Recoveries exceed active cases in the United States
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United States
Leading Indicator: After weeks of slower growth, new cases have 
now declined 3.3% on a week-over-week basis
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State-By-State
At current rates, cases are doubling every 16 days in Alaska; every 
421 days in New York; 47-48 for the United States overall
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14 days to double

28 days

56 days

112 days

224 days



United States
Over the past week, COVID-19 hospital census has declined; Patients 
in the ICU and on ventilators are increasing
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Hospitalizations declined when new cases were steady

Hospital COVID-19 census is  beginning to decline

% of patients in the ICU declined for a 
period following the case surge; now is 
increasing 

% of patients on ventilators has been 
declining for months; is starting to 
slightly increase

Data excludes Alabama, Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Nebraska and Tennessee – data either 
not reported or not consistently reported

COVID-19 stress on hospital beds is easing somewhat Yet, more patients require ICU or ventilator care



United States 
Rate of Hospitalization of Active Cases Has Declined Over the Past 
Few Weeks, as is the % of ER Visits for COVID-Like Illnesses. Less than 
0.5% of cases are in the ICU
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The vast majority of cases are being managed outside of the hospital Stress on ERs from COVID-19 cases is diminishing



United States
As expected, deaths on week-over-week basis are rising; Recoveries 
outnumber deaths by >14:1
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Recoveries now outnumber deaths by > 14:1
As cases have shifted toward a younger population, deaths with 
the virus have declined significantly.
Recent case surges, however, are disrupting this decline



United States
Recoveries now represent nearly ½ of all cases; death rate 
down to 3.35% of all cases
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Worldwide
Statistical Summary – Countries Ranked 1-30 in Total Cases
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State-By-State
Statistical Summary (page 1 of 3)
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State-By-State
Statistical Summary (page 2 of 3)
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State-By-State
Statistical Summary (page 3 of 3)
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Data Sources

The following data sources are accessed on a daily or weekly basis:

• The Atlantic’s Covid Tracking Project: https://covidtracking.com

• Worldometers.info: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

• Centers for Disease Control, National, Regional, and State Level Outpatient Illness and Viral Surveillance 
https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/fluview/fluportaldashboard.html

• Centers for Disease Control, COVID-19 Laboratory-Confirmed Hospitalizations 
https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/COVIDNet/COVID19_5.html

• Centers for Disease Control, COVID Data Tracker https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html#mobility

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, COVID-19 estimate downloads http://www.healthdata.org/covid/data-
downloads

• New York Times, Covid-19 data https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data

• COVID-19 Data Repository by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University 
https://github.com/CSSEGISandData/COVID-19
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